Good Old Reliable Nixon 

~ HttJe Ilka asking Typhoid Miry for 
By Anthony Lewis advice on conMnunlcabla diseases, but 

— let it pasa. 


BOSTON, March 14— With aJl the 
upsetting changes in Ufa these days, 
wo need something to count on— one 
thing that remains forever the same. 
And so It was with a feeling of grati- 
tude that we opened the papers last 
week to read once more the thoughts 
of Richsftl Nixoa 

He did not let us do^vn. Hiero was 
that reassuringly familiar mial u^ of 
treacle and venom, whining seif- 
justification and insult, moralizing and 
F. lawiesaaesa, Heeplsh deference and 
lofty oondescension. Not since reper- 
tory melodrama hai there been so 
reliable a atage villain. 

Yea, it is good to hava oM Nixon 
around akdiil- Re provides us with a 
' touchstone of political conduct. If we 
complain about the dreanness of this 
yaar^i Presidentiai candidates, he helps 
V us remember how much worse rhinga 
could be. One creepy touch of Nbtoa 
In niglit, and Scoop Jackson io(to 
inc-r'King Hany at Harfleur. 

Some people ttlU miikl about Ntxoiu 
^ They read hia lectuse to the .senate 
,„.Mitail|paice committee about '‘main- 
the dalictte balance betweea 
: treedpm and secuxlcy^f* and they suffer 
f ‘ m Mfaure of the etonach. My own 
r notfda Is that we oan relax and let 
•i * hta|' babble. It coat nothing but the 
I tana he stole from ua to Uve like 
a kiniL and anyway be promised to 
laaye us San Cbmente in his will, tot 
Bice he pdmised to pay the 5148,000 
\ he owai m his I960 tnooroe tax, : 

«r. I ir I had Ip pick a f avoitta paaaagg 
iM woMfi Nbcoii documenti; H 
WgttU bpia hli dspositkm for the' 
ir > wiratap lawfoli' by Moctop‘ fialpeiliL 
ile kpw of 4 stw^ of tha F3X dodp 
at **micetdn« one of tbs imate hrjr 
League colleges and a very good one, 
too, after Woodrow Wllaon mads It 
that way. cfvan. though ba^never 
|, atteodad." Making sura Ae "worid 
uu ds wtan da that he knows sB about 
1 Mncatool Vlotaga Nfamn. 

' Thao thena waa hhi mawar Id tba 
Senate oommittee's qaastleo about 
why he had suddenly withdrawn his 
approval of the Houstoa Plan for 
Illegal entries, mall openizigs and sur- 
veUlance of American citizens, John 
hlitcheU Coid him, Nixon said, that 
1 J. Edgar Hoover thought auch methods 
might **genenita mcdim crlticisia** 
Twice In the answer Nlxoo spokp of 
the risk of ‘*dIsdoeurs.".As always^ 
he worried not about the legal or 
moral substance but about how It 
would look. Wondcrfuil ' 

The Senate Committee also asked 
^ whether he thought “actions otherwise 
aiegal may be legally undertaken** If 
a PSMldent deems them iwcessary to 
** pTOt^ the national security. That it a 


Nixon said It was "quite obvioua" 
that certain actions that would be 
Illegal “if undertaken by private pdt- 
aoos“ would he lawful if done in fJm 
interest of national se<ririty **by the 
sovereign.** The Framers of the Con- 
stitution did not Ihfnk they were mak- 
ing tha Executive sovereign. Gouver- 
neiir Morris said of the Pre.iidcnt: 
“This magistrate is not the king . . , 
the people are the king.** But Nixon, 
in perfect consistency with his reoord. 
spoke of the President as ruler. 

Uien he went on to cite such past 
s.xamples of Presidential action in war 
u Lincoln's blockaxle of the South. 
Franklin Roosevelt's relocation of the 
nisei fn W<kid V/ar n. Tnnm6 pi^ 
zure of thf^ steel industry. Bpg'w 
those, wrong as they may have bMik 
were ectionj taken in the open. IlriF 
were oherefore susceptible to the pipe- 
sure of public opinion, correction by 
Congress and le^ action. 

The whole point of secret wiretaps, 
break-ins, usassinadloa plots and tha 
like li that they ire cos'ert acts, not 


ABROAD AT HOME 


subject to check by law or politics. 
Once officials believe they have the 
right to violate the law in aecret, 
you are on the road to . Watergate. 
And it if gloriouitY .dMiPcteristte 
Nixon to overioohv Of rathw pbeeuru, 
that point. 

part wtm It became iesa eaey 
to wnile wia when Nixon spoke en- 
thutlaitical^ about hia and Henry 
poMay of bombing Cam- 
.bodlu in aecpat it “saved Amerioaa 
Uvi|^"L he said. la it possible that 
anyoBp cep stiM defend poUdes that 
destroyed Cambodia's society, killed 
a tenth of her people and led her to 
her present tyrann^ la there no limit 
to this creature's r am o rseleta defense 
of his own wounded ego? 

Of course there is no limit to the 
brazenness of Richard Nixon. We need 
not pay any attention to that. What 
we ne^ to understand more deeply 
is not his character but our commit- 
ment to law. 

When Gerald Ford pardoned Ntxon, 
some usually sensible personi laid that 
was a good Idea because It would 
“put Nixon behind us." Lately those 
same persons hanw denounced Nixon 
for shamelessly thniating himself back 
into pubUc view. But they do not un 
derstand. The only way to have 
Nixon behind us" would have been to 
follow the law to the end; to show that 
we believed tn^ law, above powe r. We 
shaB pey fbfew 4ir c omprom ising 
that principle In the ahmieleas pardon 
of ■ sharoeiesi Bsas« 




